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iBSTRiCT 

Independent study involves those activities that help 
students develop the capacity for self-paced, lifelong learning. 
Independent study aay be pursued concurrently vith regular courses or 
as an intensive experience by itself. A aajor guestion faced by all 
who consider offering independent study concerns the students. Fev 
institutions offer independent study without screening students on 
the basis of college grades. The transfer of independent study credit 
is often aore difficult than is the transfer of traditional credit 
because lost institutions hesitate to recognize independent study 
that occurs outside their own scrutiny. Ideally, the independent 
study project should be a student's idea that has been refined and 
foraalated by the student and the faculty advisor. EvaluatiUn should 
involve a review of the study's objectives, which aay be fulfilled by 
writing papers, naJcing objects, or presenting live performances. The 
costs of independent stvidy to students should depend on the 
university resources reguired by the prograe. Since aost professional 
jobs require problensolving and independent thr ought, both enhanced 
by independent study, universities have an obligation to organi2e 
independent study opportunities for their students. (Author/PG) 
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niDEPEMDLUT STUDY IN THE UIJDSB&RADUAJTE COLLBBS 
pAper read at tte Cornell University - Hew York Hospital School of Nursing 
Facility Forum on Independent Study, December 3> 1973 

Robert A. Scott, Associate Dean 

Collase of Arts and Sciences, Cornell University 

ThQ term "ind'apendont study" has several interpretations. Applicants 
for coUgjO adbiission uadsrsband it as on indicator oi" flexibility in 
siucational philosophy; enrolled students see it as a desirable step 
tov.ard relevance and a'^aj* from tha borsdoa of diced histoiy and sociology; 
a L':J^ii3tra&ors hopa it is a p?jiaccja for unreifc and demands for curricula 
i'-.fom; ard faculty t'::h-l. it Iz a fins idea for hoaors students, but not 
for oth'^rjj. '^.hsra are voila'^icaa to z'r.ajo viev's, of courcf.*, but thoae 

to doflno ;rhat vra r.san. 



In an i-r.portant reaourJ^, xHreajcl aiid Thonpjon o:-rtond the deiliiition or 
indsp'SnJont study fron fche n'un^ov; couirincs of honci*.5 students to the 
realm of ererymaa, because the/ believe that the capacities developed 
by independent study should be among the ^oals of liberal education. To 
piraplirasc thcsse authors, independent study invrolvea those activities 
ivhich help students develop the capacity for self-psused, lifelong 
learning.''' 

This definition places independent study squarely into the arena of 
"non-traditional" study, in which students are freed from the liaitations 
of pace, place, and traditions in higher education. As a result of this 
relief, non-traditional study involves new roles and tensions for both 
teachers and learners. It also raises again the issue of content versus 
process in education. 

Traditional courses are offered in concurrent fashion, several at a 
time, and students take from three to fi'/e together, depending upon the 
length of the school's term. The opposite kind of course has been called 
"intensive" because students engage it exclusively, with no other cours'^s 
as distractions. Intensive courses last from a few weeks to four months, 
althoUiih four to six weeks appears to be the typical length. 

Independent stuJy siay be pursued in either mode, concurrently \ri. th regular 
co'irses or as an intensive "experience oy itself. As part of a regular 
.-oiirse ijcV.Jdtae, independ-j-it *3tady often isuffurs from a lack of attention 
a-id succucibs to ta^j prejsuroo of rori'Alar courseu. ^tovi-vor, the bene- 
fits of IrJep^ndi^nh ataJy ar-s :;ur:lcie-tly dojii*sbi3 that new biuio 
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iv,*liriaiil^'i3 been propo.^.-l to acoO!nnioi-itv2 it. '.•Tnile onl^' a lav; nchoola 

at nclorado Colle^.^^, which has nine thrse and oie-halT week tiaie blooko aa 

t^rcis, novo than throe hiuidred collects have introduced "four-one- ?our," 

interim term calendars that include a one-aoath, oae s-abject, independent 

study period in January. This calendar has grown dramatically in popalarity 

2 

during the past few years, ffom 230 caapuses in 1970 to 329 in 1972. A 

fe;r colleges have instituted a siailar prosram in :«:ay, hut Jaiiuarj* is the 
mch more popular time. 

In a recent paper ,Hefferlin reviewed both intensive and concurrent 
courses and concluded that while no evidence appears to show that con- 
current courses are more effective than intensive ones, concurrent 
courses are employed more often because they make prescribed curricula 
more tolerable by breaking up students' studies into short doses. ^ 
Second, concurrent courses are less trouble to teach because they require 
less attention, and are mora easily made routine. A third reason nay 
be simply the lack of experience of most teachers with other than con- 
current schedules. If teachors do not have experience with intensive 
courses, ccncurrent classes may bo considered best as the result of 
blind rc'poiition rather than from research and studiel replication. 

Hef ferlln un.isr^eores the advantat^es of intensive courses and their role 
as a model of the curriculir. in the future; and Dressel and Thiompson cilie 
th:: ability to study aloai — the ^oal of ind-Dpsniont study as the soal 
of eda-ation for allibtjd-'int;:. V^iat, tb.-.ii, is IIva st-rous of in-iopen-Jent 
study': Vrhat is itc rXtUou:^h i.r.t v.virr. tor-A-i o:' "Jtu:/' pia::3 ar.^ i.r.-r/ 

t*!0 featurvs of ind^ioentio it, stu'ly hars beon e./ailabl'^ .linco i:.ho la.:t part 
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or the century 5r. cc^'i'oarjnr.- ir'nsi ^tU'.^y and fcui:oi'l!al3. Iti the 1^20*3 

■.•.'.:\ r.>3'^*>3, .loveral ',v:lI-\i:ovrn ♦:xpjr.l.i-ntc: blosscr-vi £.TJ.t.h, Swart rimore, 

StaaforU, and Roed, Iha Oniv^srslby .oi* ::iicai;?o, arii the Lni/^rrsity of 

BuTfalo/ Th-j perceatajie of iiutituticns offering independent study 

inc-reasod from l6 to 2^5 p^>'ient bet-.;err. the 1930 *s and the 1950* s;^ and 

by sprins 1973, about :'7 percent of all four-year colleiS-iS and '-uilvcrsities 

5 

offered indepexident study and/or research at the undergraduate level, 
Kayh-sv concludes his suraaary bt this Mstorj- by arguing that an institu- 
tion r.hould not attempt a major progran of independent stu .; -.3 an 
isolate! reform J the propr^** context is required. But ths • d grovth of 
this alternative suggests that independent studj' cay have :n adopted 
by many schools in response to student demands for relevance and freedom 
rather than as part *f a coherent educations."' philosophy. 

Before ve discuss some of the major issues related to intensive independent 

study, we should mention the types of projects and schools where this mode 

of study S3sms to prosper. Dressel and Thompson found that research projects, 

independent reading, and independent laboratory e:<perience are the most 

fruq.uent types of independent study. :ther r er,ear jhers add vrork experience 

in indue try, ac^ademic-based field stui;/, and coTJCinity service projects. 

.Uport^^t fin-iln-'s hold that -mail pri%'ate colleg.^5 are more likeJ^' to 

offer opportunities for iniop^ndent stuiy than lar^e piiblic universities, and 

7-11 

that it is r^ut likely to prcapei* in intensa ir.teilo?tual atmospheres. 

vMth thiy c-^neral corJ-.-.;:t In nini, lit '.-s looli at .^o:r.2 of the :3peclfic 
Ivju:-;; and probl'S.'n:: a.-j^ncia'-.od vrith tmy acadecic •Jiidcr-Ycr, cirid how thsy 
••••.oj.-.-:'-t.r h\ rslHticn i.o ir/;e?-;n::-:ir.t ct-i\r, ;*"int ixv--- tho reins cind attitiia .-5 
of raeulty, a-^:.iiniutr-Atl'.^r., ::tad^;i;tJV .v.iah about oroctl^. and -i-adi.-i;;. 



st'mdaris, atti'ition, suil c:03ts? V/hich courses ar.d topica of study should 
be purisued? VAiat are the benefits of inaependent study? 

The 3tudioa cited earlier found that faculty generally view independent 

s-tudy as an "e:ctra burden," i.«i. an activity for vliich they are not rewarded 

in pay or credit to;«Lrd promotion. A popular view among teachers is that 

laost students are not capable of handling the independence reqiiired by 

self-paced study. Some faculty feel that lecture-recitation courses are 

more rigorous, that process should alv;ays be secondary to content, and that 

12 

independent study projects are too often "unacademic." One consequence 
of these feelings is that as independent study prograas become better 
organized, they tend to become part of the regular course-credit structure 
and lose their original flexibility.- *^ • This ]^enomenon has occurred through- 
out the history of independent study: the structure and rules set up to 
insure flexibility begin to limit it; January plans are not iaaman^ to 
this process. J4ayhew reviewed a number of them and reported as follovrs: 

The first year each student is allowed to vrork on discrete 
subjects. The next year students are grouped according to inter- 
ests. The third yeeur a limited number of projects are annonnced 
in advance by the faculty and in the fourth year a catalog of 
•indtip-andent study courses offered during the interim term» is 
published, and education has returned full cycle again. 

Administrative time is needed to help sst up ind-spsndent study opportunities. 
Publications, finances, off-campus arrangements, etc. take tim« and commitment, 
and the attitude of the collets is made evident by these efforts. The amount 
of assistance offered to help students prepare projects and the forms 
required are other expressions of colloga attitude. Shiny cataloj; rhetoric 
tarni3hes quickly when put up against three-page applications requiring 
three sitjriat*;res and t-.-ro lottors of roi^XTmendaticn. 
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A ina,1or ouestioa faced by nil who ua'isidor orCevias. indopsndont study 

.♦once»*n3 the students, ^ihould ail ntui'jntj b5 clii^iblo, or unly the 

cwpsriop ones? Obviously the answers d^pand upon one's goals. According 

to the Dr«.'cal-.Thotiip30ii wtudy, fov in^tituticns oVfzr independent study 

vdchout screening students on the ba;3is of college grades. However, the 

authors urge that all students should be e li g i b le, and other reports 

claim that independent study programs are being ea^panded to include 

more than honors students. At two kinds of schools, the numbers 

involved in independent study exceed expectations: small coUegcs with 

Mghly intellectual environaenta where students enjoy thinking and intense 

concentration and %rtiere limited c\irricula can be expanded by student 

initiated study; and collegea which have rearranged their calendars to 
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ajcommodate and encourage independent study. On another ftront, 
intensive courses and independent study are techniques used by External 
Degree, Open Universitj', and Continuir-g Education programs to enlarge their 
pools of prospective students. 

According to Hefferlin, at least 80 percent of all students surveyed have 

17 

endorsed Independent study of the int^•Jn3ive type. This finding is 
directl:/ opposed to the apat^iy tsnd disinterest shown concurrent independent 
.5tud.v, but :this caeias to be caused aainly by "red tape," archaic procedures, 
and the conpetinj pre^niires of other courses. Pro^jrams of intensive 
course seem to be batter organised and more attractive. 

In oojt caaes, credit is a-'i5a-;:cd for indepond^.tib s^-.udy pursued durir^ a 
r^tjular tcirni. K^oat coll^fiCJa also tjvve croriit for interim term prograaj, 
ulr/'iO'U';h a few arc vol>;ntai-y. To-ivly 'rO povcont of -iucknall University 



atu'isata pttrticipa'ae in it.: vol-.mtary •/anuuiy pla:?, ^ In xcost paavj v:'-itir-s 
credi- ic not actuallj' t.-.iv.^.i, p-ii-Hcipation coanta tov/?.rd a cradua*;ion 
roquii'^2::.ent, 

T-s -tir'-Asftir of indepandent study credit is often nore difficult th^' is 

th<t transfer of traditional credit because most institutions hesitats to 

20 

recognise indeperidsnt study vhich occurs c+^side their own scrutiny. The 

guide of the national registrar's associati.jn recocanends that the descriptive 

titles of all courses be entered on uranseripts, but general practice is 

that '*Dir Read" for Directed Reading or "Ind Stud" for Independent Study 

will appear rather than a title such as "Local Trans Problems," with the 

21 

course nuniber indicating that this was an independent study course. 
Grades are nsuaUy of the Pass-Fall variety, although some colleges give 
grades \Tith finer distinction^. 

Standards are a bugaboo, a constant source of concern. Some faculty and 
administrators consider field work and January plans to be unacadeaic; 
their features are viewed as more akin to the extracurriculun than to 
serious academic work, and therefore are considered to be below the 
standards of the institution. If one assunes that a detailsd syllabus and 
a nas tor-pupil relationship are required for learning to occur, then 
independent study will be consid-ired second-class. However, numerous 
panels on higher education or.d many individual educators bs^iq that 
independent study is a legit iciate academic endeavor and that appropriate 
ctandar.ls tad ciethods do 'i::izt to evaluate both the propo.^jals an 5 the 
rJS'olts of non-traditional loarniiif; activititis. Thc.j*i problems are 
addrojjud in the rr:coraciead?.*.ions that I'oilovr ttt th..> end of the paper. 
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affootJ .•r.idpfiriJ.iiit stuly, too, altiioxjli :.\ost c/i'lor.2«i in:U- -it^s that It U 
not at'tivnta in intu—l-i torn or ouV.^>* catspuu-basoJ inlepenivitit sbudy 
prcxraci vrho drop o\it, bi-t stulonts lu :-oi»ret:pondence and tslevisica 
co\r3^^s/" Hov^evar, ^♦ed tap? and lack of I'aculty concern can atlll 
tjtudaats' nobivation for indepjnduat study ^Mat as th«y san for these 
other acblvitiea. 

Because administrators are generally so enthusiastic about independent 

i:tudy, one wuld think that z^elilble financial information ia known. 

Unfortunatclyj this is not the case. Although most schools consider inde- 

23 

pendent study to be costly, reliable cost figures are not available. In 
to small sample cited by Thon^son and Dressel, about 40 percent found no 
change in costs, while another percent said they found increases in 

faculty salaries and laboratory equipment, library, and administrative 

oil 

costs. For "Jan" plans, many schools charge room, board and tuition, 
while a frsw do not charge tuition on the basis that the costs involved are 
already covered. During the rtigalar term, unless they are counted as 
part of the normal teaching load, independent study courses vill be part of 
an over lead for which bhs teacher is probably not paid extra. If he is paid, 
it td.ll be e>:pen:5ive for tlw budget; if he is nob, it v;ill expensive, in 
tarna of faculty support, for the program. Mayhev; cites evidence that 

ina'?p-ina:-':ib 3tudy pro^^rariis can add 2p p.^-rconb to tho tota?. iLns'cructional 

26 

hiidset if ns.-; teachsrs nuab be lilrsd. 

iCot all .subject mattfji* ben-jflts rro:.i ir lependcnt ntudy. Learning language 
jkiUa us'jally roTJir-rK^ other pcc?l?; it is t\ot nor.tially an "independent" 
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tasJ:. :5o:no skills » ho;.2/cr, such ajs I'.aUiomatic;:, artj loarnyJ more easilj' 

Alth thy b-in-ifil o- r.i'o.;varrr.e*.l in^trui+ion :Hid v;lthout other as y is tax: 2 a. 

V«C»*h«jv s^at'js that thorc aro no cood criteria available for determining 

27 

t::D3tt fields for which indcp-jnder.t st«-iy is most appropriate. ' Others 
ui'ijae that sound juJjzsr.ts can be s;adj about advanced-level independent 
reading and laboratory study, and Tield-work, /us exaiaples, consider the 
titles of these Jan plan projects conq^leted last year at one medium-sized 
university: 

- A study of the university's transportation systen and suggestions 
for its improvomant 

- Instruction in a computing language 

- Design of a reading aid for the blind 

- A study of the concepts of mathematical modeling. 

The benefits of independent study sound quite impressive. However, the praise 

must be tempered by the knowledge that independent study programs have been 

29 

l.:adequately evaluated. Nonetheless, some benefits seem valid, it is 
claimed that independent study helps iaprove students' problem-solving 
skills, fo.<;er3 self-dis jipline, and permits greater interaction between 
students and faculty. It pro'/ides tho possibility of freedom from tha 
pace and place restraints of the concurrent schadule and the hone campas, 
sni flexibility in matching the reqitirementa of the subject, the stj'le of 
the instructor, and the needs of the student. Other benei'ita depi;nd upon 
the plan itself: increasing one's lmo;:l5»2se , dovclopins a S'^riousness of 
purpose through eommita-snL to a sinijle project, and proridin^ a h'To?,d2r' con- 
tort in vrhlch to vicv ono's r.tU'Ucs car. each result. And, of courss, 
inlepenient ctudy permits taa i-'^?annIon oi' tVia currioulan. 



- BEST COPY AyAiiABLE 

otv*. are all arfcvt-.-J b;/ t!u- iiit 'Mde. Tae most liiportar.t roa^iure of 
this strjlQ n::ii' be thut .It orrei*i5 a diitinot aiid li/Glj' altarnativft '.0 
{:3n::iUi*reiit courseJ atid thciir noca scabl'.*, bui'oa-jcratic nature. ^"^ 

Thcro ai*e soaie warningc that sV.ould "be noted. Intensive -joarses eaa be 

tiring for faculty who are unfamiliar Aith the new teaahing style and 

ths increased workload that results from studtmt eathusiasn. Also, useful 

reaults dupand very auch on the willingness of students end faculty to 

32 

spend the time and effort necessary to achieve success. Unless enough 
time is sot aside, the three-credit hour, concurrent, independent study 
course will be squeezed out by the demands of regular courses. 

On balance, independent study seems to be a worthwhile enterprise in both 
the intensive and concurrent modes. IIov, then, can the probability of itc 
success be enhanced? I'!ai*hew suggests several principles, some of which 
have been mentioned already. First, sufficient time must be available 
for the independent study to have an icpact on the student. One month-long 
intorln t3rm in four years is probably not enough to permit students to 
reali;:-) tho t^oalc of ind-p-sr.d-int otudy. Ho-.rv'^vor, connecting that experience 
to coaour rnnb cour3-53 or independent study darin*? the reg'-.lar term wild 
oiihar.ce tho j-iino-2s for .rjjjiss, .lust «.3 a lont;::r Iut»;nsiv-3 pex'iod v.-ould. 
A larae hloSr: of tiv..-^ U no^jcLid to acccnaodats false starts, raduce the 
iistrac'-ions of otnor activities, and allov for th'S cur-ilative effect of 
'.ndc-p.-indo';:: -..ovli to pl'i^i». Cevor.l, in-lepex^dc-nt ^tu-Iy •:riOt b-^ suf- 
:*icicir;hU' Ir.to^vftit .d Ir.to th* •;ui'rlcoil--^n to reduce adDi:iitrativ2 barriers 
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aivi to pro/ide status i'cv th^ courts -'s. Third, u:.les3 ind^p-ndt^nt stu'ly is 
consldii'oJ part of uho t-^achinr; loa^l and re'.s'ard systtfin, profesjoi-j will 
proc-sijly liOt cncoui'ct-:- an-i .:uppor*t it 3ufriciently. Fourth, thft pro^raa 

Ini-iponient studj- nu.i?t be coiisistont kL fch oth=:r features of tha curriculum 
th5 intorcsts of 3^uci':uts and fiiculty. As a single panacea it is dooned 
to a short life. Finally, don't e>rpect too lauch in terms of personal growth; 
expect only that which can be delivered. 33 independent study should not be 
the cruisa ship in students* search for salf. 

The s-jveral reviews I have cited each end on a disappointed note. The 
authors note the possibilities and expectations for independent study, 
but their conclusions are influenced by the realities of college curricula, 
faculty attitudes, and students' sense of academic adventure. I am more 
optimistic, cssecially for the January term plan. that is tailor-made by a 
student and one or two faculty advisors who share an interest in the 
project. If the experience is tied to the curriculum - e.g. research on 
military justice by a student in political science who has taken courses in 
constitutional law and the American military system - so much the better, 
otudento may not learn mora of a given subject through independent study 
than in a regular course, and thoy may not master self -discipline and prob- 
lem-solving tochniquos, but they v;ill mo;3t likely find satisfaction and 
succj2:;s in an alternat've style of learning in an area of study of their 
cv.-n choosin.is and planning. And this is no small achievement. 

r;icorm:'ndationo for independent study follow, rir^t, the objectives for 
the r.tudy should be artitnilate-l and pablished in catalof^s bxiii on Ihi fornis 
to 'dZcA, These ohji-i:^tivc.^ nhould eoricern both ^.he wxpori.inoe itself 
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and tho juuject ir.attor to bti i.iaatered. Independent study, espociallj' of 
the int-:jai;ive vai'ietis ort'srs the opportiuiity to include scms p!:'uctical, 
quasi-profesjional experience in a liberal arts curriculuua arid to fiee new 
opporti;iiitIte3 from the boundaries of tini'S, location, and tradition. This 
flexibility ia a neoe^jary feature of modern education because it permits 
the matching of students' learning needs ;v'ith the resources necessary to 
meet those needs. 

Ideally, the independent study project should be a student's idea that has 
been refined and formulated by the student and a faculty adviser. During 
the process of review, qjiestions about length of time, percentage of time, 
setting, super/iaion, subject matter, number of credits, and grading should 
be decided. Each independent study course should have its own name, and not 
b e sentenced to the transcript as "Dir Stud. " The University, of Rochester 
has a very good system that allows students to create their own names for 
directed study courses. Supervision may be provided by professors or uni- 
versity-screened preceptors on site, or by faculty visits, or by regular 
reports between sponsors and students. 

Evaluation involves a review of the study's objectives, v/hich may be ful- 
filled by '..riting papers, mtilcing objects, or presenting live performances. 
C-jrtification may result from tlic direct evaluation of a project or a review 
of suboQouent exmination re.sults suc.^ as thoae provided by the Colleiie Level 
SIxamination r-i-ograia. 

Faculty ^ipon^orship of independent study should b-j made knovm to department 
ciialrron and deans, p-irhapa by aendin^ theai copies of study project applica- 
tion i'oru:2» Vrncnc/et* po^jiole, it should count as part of the teachintj 
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load, oifchor on a 0;i«::-for-ona baain, i.e. om^ ir..I*pnnd2nt study cours'i 
et^ual^ o:i3 r-'jj.lai* courjo, or on a cor..p-.;ted basis, e.^j. thi^ee indoponlent 
utu-ly cjourrea ioual o:i -• r«2t?JiJ?2U' course, Thid kind of toacaUii; should alwaj-a 
b^^ ccntsidoi-ed during promotion and salary discucsions. Too oiten> independent 
^po^isoi'-ship is a fori:otten part cf a professor* ' workload. 

Ctiwr policy questions Ittalsiae th« pla^^e of independant study in the cur- 
riculum, the g.ualifications needed to participate, and the cost to the 
student. If independent study is seen as a luxury or as on adventure for 
sup3rior students, then it will he available to a liaited group. The wore 
persuasive position states that it is an important fora of teaching and 
learning that should he made available to the maximum number of students, 
although advanced students are likely to make more use of the opportunity. 
The proportion of a student's total work allowed to be taken in a non- 
traditional manner in a residential college should probably not exceed 
two semesters out of elsht; the norm will be about one in eight. 

•The costs of independent study to students should depend .upon the University 
resources required by the proejram. If a student is studying off-caa^pus and 
is expected to consult with his teacher only occasionally, he should not be 
billed at the same rate as someone t^-ho sees the teacher weekly and utilizes 
carrpus facilities, /athough there is ^othor alt sr native, no consultations 
at all, only the; submission of a final report, this option should not be made 
Icsitimate by creatini? a fee for it. Consultation on a regular basis during 

the tsrr. r-hould be required. TheroCore, r propose th3 establisbsent of three 
foQ rates: one* for both concurrent imd intensive indepondont study on-campis; 
anovher Tor ir.tsns.l-.'c stu.^ off-ca:::p'.i'.? vrith iVeir.er.t consultations with 
&d-/i«jrs5 and a third foe intcnjivo ctuay orr-curr.p:i3 that requires little 
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co:ioUlt?,tlcn oni v:ork v;:lti: hoc:? cvwupxs ad'/isers and iV-*iii'iiu-s, Type on« 
j'i-.-.l.i b? ,:.->vj ••t-j'l by "-i-jivlar t'll^i on ch'i\v/-iJ» V^pec v./o a:id fchros ^-houlti 
be cj-iarjed T'J'ioand iSf^oi' tuitioii respectively to codpensate for tfteir 
clfJ-ij on nt!iff siid facil.*tl«>3. In p."\ctlce, fees for the latter t;*pes 

sriatly, from thu 7c;ry r-odest to full tuit-jR charges. The proposed 
iVv^a fiSi rtx>re adequate and fair than these, 2y charging on a percentage 
basis, institutions amy charge different amounts » but the relationship 
to re£7alar tuition will be the same. The fees should be based on the 
propoued study and assessed at the beginning of the term in the no«aal way. 

If tuition is t'3>000, the price of intensive study off-caapus with freq.uent 
consultation v«>uld be $2250. If tuition is $2,000, the price would be $1300. 
The chargtss for intensive study off-caapus with little consultation and work 
with hoae cainpus advisers and facilities would be $10 50 and $700 respectively. 
These figures are not based on a scientific study of educational costs, 
but on a csnse of proportion and knowledge of the services rendered to 
review, process^ and evaluate independent study. 

fear, should be charged for independent study whether or not the student is 
payin^it fs^'S elsewhere, although some argue that fees paid off-campus should 
affii-.:t tho airount charrjod by the ho:ne campus. But fees should be based on 
'.ori£ canip-.ij jor/icoj, v.ct on some other criteria. Also, students should be 
Cct.rz^'i rrroctit for appvo75d independent v:ork even if they are paid as interns 
-Y:.' th -lr ;;t-.udy. 'ri;:;ro 1^ no ev:!. -jrice thai; pay retards learning, and the 
tr.cjOK:^ 02 n2c-*3oa::y. Additiorially, studftnta .jhould be oligiblo for 
I'ln-i.-.-^iil aid, :dt"ti c:*c??x* a l,juj*;*a3nts for inco*?io, duriuirj the povlcd of indo- 
pcr.'iOT: : ••oi--:. Cn:'ior:-;i.:o, l:vJap-.jn':'-::nt stuily vculd not be available to all 
r-n «:i -t-.'vI bajls. 
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Tcr-^.-Luii:; .lr:tori;;ivo inaopeadjnt r:ti;iy pro^jraruj rviulr^s? variable credit, and 
Gtvrrial conroo doji-jinatlcrio. T'ho standard dojisnatlonj u;; by r.cjt academic 
clfpartT^-nt;3 for tholi" fc^uve-- sjid four-:'redit hour course j ar?i not ad^q^iiato 
to r--p!':ijie!it cohoront, flill-timo, cvoss-diseipline study. V/ithout a college 

jeticol field vx>rlz or indepandont study course xrjiaber that can account 
for up to 16 credit honors per term, several depai'tment nuaibers vdU be needed 
instead of only several teachers and one agency authorized to consider such 
proposals. The transcript should note "College TOO" at 16 credit hours, 
for oxaznple, not "Soc 399" four times at fo\ir credit hours each. 

Independent study as I have discussed it is not in absentia study > vhich means 
that a student is registered at another school, or a Leave of Absence, x^hich 
implies an inactive status. It is independent study, also known as field 
work, field study, directed research, an internship program; it involves an 
active status vd.th connections to one^s home camFs^s; and students should 
be rejistered as such. 

These study arrangements can be valuable educational opportunities for students. 
They arc also a good means by which schools can involve alumni in educational 
affairs in addition to the nore routine financial activities. People ^rf.tb 
connections in health professions > industry, or the performing arts, for 
example, can help set up off-campus study cites in these areas. I^any 
colleges and independent secondary schools request aluimi assistance in 
helping students accomplish field study and "Ja:i plan" ob^joctives to 
the benelTit of both r^tudonts and alu:r:ni. 



;!03t profG.^sional JolJs ri^uiro prople to utilise the skills ot* problen- 
oolviiit^ aal ini-p.^:i V;>at thon;;uo that exiliariv-ed by colie.vcs-le /el 
indepanieiit atu'V* this is trua, ar.i I tldnk it is, we have an obli- 
sation to orgaiiise independent study opportunities for oar students. 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 

roor:: >i.::.i 

1. Pav.l L. Dresaol a^il Vi'-rj' iM. 'i'horr.p.'on, iaicpiindjnfc Hbudy, a l.'i^w 

rr.r-.cvr'i'citat-Lon oi' Co-.- -oto, Prac'ti-^s, atiA rroblor.3 (H-^m Francisco: 

•To 5 v-Baa s , 1973 ) • 
1. TwJ : ironicl2 of Hi -her r.'^>ucatlon , December 18, 1972, pp. 1, 
3. J Lou HGfferlin, ''intGnjive Courses A Research Need." The Research 

Reporter , Volume YII, Ziumber 3, (1972), P. 1. 
h. Le-.Tic B. Ivlayhew, "Can Undergraduate Independent Study Courses Succeed?" 

Colic; Board P.evievf , liuaber 79 (Spring, 1971), p. 26. 

5. JoYx. A. Creager, "Selected Policies and Practices in Higher Education," 
AC'i Research Reports , Volume 8, Number k (1973), P. 19- 

6. I'jiyhew, 30. 

7. Mary M. Thompson and Paul L. Dressel, "A Survey of Independent Study 
Practices," Educational Record , Volume 51 (Fall, 1970), pp. 393, 39^- 

8. Amiel T. Sharon, "Collese Credit for Off-Campus Study," Report 8, 
EPIC Clearinghouse on Higher Education, (March, 1971), p. 8. 

9. Thc::ip3on and Dressel, p. 39^- 

10. flayhev, p. 30. 

11. Thor.p30ii ai-iv' Dreaael, p. 39^. 

12. Ibil . 

13. Ibid . 

Ik. Wayh^v, p. 29. 

15. Thorp^on ejid Dressel, p. 39^; Sharon, p. 8; Jane Linhtnian, "Free 
Universities," in Tha y:-:pandQd Ccnpuj , D:;d:rr.'^ M. Ver^iilyo, editor 
(San rrancicco: Jossoy-Bass, 197-), P. 15'-^. 



lY. itoff^iain, p. ^i. 

?Jj, ?!2ic-hov, p. 27; 'L'.o..in.:o:: y-id ItccTiv-.l, p. 3?'^. 

19. "can iMon," Buckn^ll ;:n.:tnocrlii^: ::r.rz , Yoliur.e 1, Iluiiibor 1 (Nraroh, 1972), 
pp. 1 arid 3. 

«:0. Sharon, p. 9; Arland F. Christ -J ar.ar, "Credit by Kxamination , " in 7ho 
Expanded Campus , Dycl-caari W. Vemil^e, editor (San Francisco: Jossey- 
Bass, 1972), p. 162. 

21. "A Guide to an Adviviuate Permanent r.ecord and Transcript," American 
Association of Collesiata Registrars and Admissions Officers, 1971« 

22. Sharon, p. 8; Dressel and Thompson. 

23. Thompson and Dressel, p. 393* 
2h, Ibid . 

25. Bucknell World (September ik, 1973) > P. 7. 

26. Mayhew, p. 29* 

27. Ibid ., p. 30. 
2S. "Jan Plan," p. 3. 

29. Hefferlin, p. k; Thompson and Dressel, p. 393. 

30. HsffcrXln,pp. 2. 

31. Ibid . 

32. Ibid ., p. 2-k 
33« Mayheu, p. 28n, 



